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Bob Seton — Wet Suit Hangar 

Jo Ellen Dessert — Beneath the 12 Mile Reef 
Mel Faust — Club T-Shirt 

Michael Bracket — Tire Inflator 
Bob Jensen — Dry Box 

Bobbi Spielman — Digital Luggage Scale 

Down Under Dive 
Club 

DUDC Monthly  Meeting  
is Wednesday, April 8th  @ 7:00 pm.  

Re-Breathers!! 
Jim Flynn will be our speaker this month.  He will give a 
short discussion on Rebreathers for scuba diving.  The talk 
will include the basic design and history of the rebreather, 
an introduction to semi‐closed and closed circuit re‐
breathers and the advent of modern computers to the designs.  It will also 
include an overview of the very popular Draeger systems as SCR and KISS con‐
figuration as a CCR, then details on the effects of depth including O2 toxicity 
and constant PPO2 concerns.  The discussion will cover general hazards of 
rebreathers and their advantages, plus the future growth prospects of re‐
breathers.   

Jim is a PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer who 
works full time for JND Scuba Center/Dixie Di‐
vers.  He has been a diver for 

over 40 years, having started with the YMCA scuba program in 
high school. He has dived throughout the US, quarries in Penn‐
sylvania, lakes in Colorado and Texas, kelp in California and 
the reefs of Hawaii, as well as accompanied JND Scuba on sev‐
eral trips through the Caribbean.  Jim is NACD full cave certi‐
fied and dives the caves of North Florida as much as possible. 
He is also certified in PADI/DSAT Tec program for diving deep 
wrecks off the Florida coast. Jim is also an avid fish watcher 
and videographer, He enjoys teaching fish ID classes, along 
with a dozen specialties. Recently he has completed has com‐
pleted his TDI Advanced Nitrox & Decompression Procedures 
Course.  He is a retired Air Force and Air National Guard officer 
with flight experience throughout the world. 
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Membership Renewal Time 
 Well, wouldn’t know it.  It’s tax time all over again.  Every year it’s the same drill, pay, pay, and pay some more.  
I’m thinking the “some more” is dues for our Down Under Dive Club annual membership.  Yep, not so far removed from 
tax time is dues time.  March 1 is when dues come payable.   Being a little more sensitive than our friends at the IRS we 
allow a grace period (they do too but it involves extra forms and maybe an audit).  Dues need to paid within 90 days of the 
beginning of the club fiscal year.  At some point in the dim past someone figured out that March 1 was a good day for 
starting a fiscal year, so you have ninety days after that to get paid or your membership lapses.  No fines, or jail time for 
not paying club dues on March 1 but, it sure makes life a lot easier for our treasurer and membership officers.  We get 
busy this time of the year with lots of trips to the bank and lots of mathemagics that Bob Carmichael, in his mystical role 
of Treasurer, takes care of.  Heck, I can’t balance my own checkbook.  But as long as we have checks we must still have 
money.  Right?  Well, not exactly.  Club expenses continue on each month without ever taking a 90 day holiday.  So if it 
is at all possible in these hard economic times the earlier dues get paid the better for us to figure out our budget for the 
year. 
 So, bottom line is that it is dues time.  The cost is the same this year as in the past.  $35 for a family membership, 
$25 for a single membership and if you want a printed club newsletter mailed to (via Pony Express or dog sled for our 
many Alaskan members) it is an additional $5.  Not a bad deal when you think that these dues help pay for things like 
renting the meeting place, picnics, refreshments, ice cream social, and other expenses that club incurs. 
 Here’s looking forward a great year of diving with all my friends at DUDC.  See you at the meeting on April 8 at 
the Lagoon House.  Dive season is rapidly approaching.  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to go diving, instead of 
working.            Bill Allen, President 
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Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   
Indian River Lagoon House 

Wednesday, 
2/11/09 @ 7:00 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD 

Monday 02/23/09 @ 7 
p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

Jupiter Dive Center Night Dive Saturday, 05/09/09 @ 6 
p.m. (TBD) $65(includes tax)  Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the 
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation pe-
riod is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money 
and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

DUDC Club Picnic Saturday, April 18, 2009 
from 10 am to 3pm-ish  Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

West Palm Beach, Narcosis Saturday, April 25, 2009, 
8 am $65 (includes tax) Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 
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Well, here we are starting another year as a dive club.  There are new 
officers for the club coming in and taking their turn at helping our 
organization stay strong and vibrant.  We will all do our best to meet 
your expectations of us.   

But, before going any further let me say thank you to Rochelle, John, 
Bob, Jeri, Tom, Dale, and Michael for all the time spent working on 
our behalf.  These folks worked tirelessly to keep the club running 
smoothly and plan events, speakers, and dives that we could all  en-
joy.  So, a big thank you and a round of applause to each one of you.  
You have earned it and we appreciate your time and efforts.   

Now, this year there is a new board.  Michael Wheat is your new 
Vice-president and still our webmaster.  Bob Carmichael has stayed 
on as our treasurer (please help me with my checkbook, Bob.  Jeri 
Curley is our secretary again.  She is also our newsletter editor, and 
concessionaire.  A busy lady for sure.  Dale Purchase our new dive 
coordinator and taking his place as Safety Officer is Terry Peterman.  
Craig Capion has agreed to take on the role I filled as Membership 

Chairman.  This is a big job and requires he keep accurate records and coordinate with the treasurer.  He will 
get busy at meetings running the 50/50, raffle and taking in money on those occasions when Bob can’t be at 
the meeting.  And last, I am the new club president.  I will be trying my best to get everyone working together 
and keeping us functioning as a viable club. 

I am hopeful that we can dive without the weather blowing us out too often.  I would like to see our club pic-
nic become more family friendly.  Bring your significant other, your children, and a friend, especially one in-
terested in diving or listening to us talk about diving.  Who knows, we might pick up a new member or two.  I 
am thinking that a garage sale type event for a meeting might be a good idea.  I know I’ve got good dive gear 
that I can get rid of.  We hope to get interesting and topical speakers to broaden our knowledge and give us 
the insight of their experience.  If you’re like me you find it much better to learn from someone else’s mis-
takes rather than your own. 

I am your new president not a genie who got uncorked from a lamp and can grant all wishes to all people.  I 
believe that I am surrounded by a staff of very capable and dedicate people who want this club to enjoy yet 
another successful year.   

Ultimately it is up to the membership of this club to make it a success.  We will provide the opportunity to 
dive, participate in other events, and make friends.  It’s up to the members to actually take advantage of what 
we will be trying to offer.  Your input and participation are the pillars upon which the success of this club will 
be built. 

And a wiser man than I has said, “Work sucks, let’s go diving”. 

Bill Allen   
President 

President’s Message 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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The Backbone of Night  

Because Candles don’t Work Under Water! 
Is there anything so breathtaking as seeing the reef you have dove so many times before in the daytime, 
at night for the first time.  All of a sudden there is a host of new creatures, the colors seem so much more 
brilliant and the water seems to run out to the blackness of infinity.  But the key to whole experience is 
the Dive Light.  The usual compliment of lights a night diver carries consists of a Primary Light, a Secondary 
Light and Some kind of Personal Illuminator to identify themselves to their buddies or to the boat if you 
get separated from the crowd.  Navigation can also be an issue at night so anchor line, float line and finding your way 
back to beach entry points can require illumination. 

The Primary light is usually a light with a wide beam that covers a large area.  It needs to be as bright as possible and 
yet have a burn time a bit longer than the duration of your diving.  When I started Diving the technology for lights had 
not progressed much since the original Thomas Edison design for bulbs.  Fortunately technology has progressed 
greatly in recent years, no longer are we plagued by the memory problems of Nickel Cadmium batteries thanks to 
Nickel Metal Hydride and Lithium Ion.  Incandescent lights while still available are giving way to the lower wattage 
greater efficiency LED (Light Emitting Diode) and HID (High Intensity Discharge) Lights.  LED lights produce a slightly 
bluish light that is closer in spectral quality to sunlight. So objects appear more natural.  LED lights do not have fila‐
ments and are therefore more tolerant of shock than incandescent or HID lights.  A modern 5 watt multi‐LED primary 
dive light can put out 200 Lumens of light and burn more than 10 hours on 3 alkaline D cells.  An incandescent with an 

efficient xenon filled lamp would require at least 6 D cells to provide the same intensity 
and burn time.  HID lighting is a new technology.  It uses an arc of electricity instead of 
a filament to create it’s light.  HID lamps are somewhat fragile and expensive to re‐
place.  But with their high intensity and low power consumption (double the intensity 
per watt of LED ), they are a superb choice for underwater videography and technical 
diving.  However, the high cost is hard to justify for the average sport diver.   

The secondary light is carried as a backup for the primary and is usually a smaller light 
with a narrow beam.  Purchasing a small light with a narrow beam for the backup has 
the additional benefit of being a useful light for seeing into cracks and crevices on day 
dives as well as night dives.  The burn time for your secondary should be longer than 
your planned dive time since it is your backup.   

The Personal Identifier light can be as simple as a chemical light stick or as high tech as 
a signaling strobe.  The purpose is to have something attached to your BC that is visible 

Full Moon 
Madness? 

(Sea Turtle Mating Season!!) 
Saturday, May 9, 2009 is a FULLFULL  MOONMOON.  That is a perfect excuse to get out and make a dive in the dark...maybe 
hug a few amorous sea turtles?  Arrangements have been made with Jupiter Dive Center and we are going on a 
night dive with them.  As best I can recall all of night dives with Jupiter have been excellent quality and this should 
be no exception.  As of this time the boat is set to leave at 6:00‐6:30PM but that may change as daylight saving 
time is in April.  Even if the time changes, the dive and the moon won't!!  It looks like prices are a little up from last 
year but with the cost of fuel that is understandable.  It will be $65 for the two tank trip.  If you need to rent tanks 
that is $11.00 for air and $15.00 for Nitrox.  Join us, it'll be a good time.  Beer and food afterwards provided at your 
expense at the restaurant of your choice.       —Bill Allen 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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For a dollar a ticket you can get in on a great bargain.  We will be raffling off 
an Underwater Kinetics Fathom Pak.  This is a set of four dive lights.  In‐
cluded are a UK Sunlight C‐8, a great primary dive light, Sunlight SL‐4, can be 
used as a back up light or on daylight dives to find all those critters hiding in 
the nooks and crannies of  the reef, a Mini Q40 light, I attach mine to my 
mask strap and when it is on it is always pointing where I am looking, also 
works great for modeling light for photography, and finally a 
Dive Beacon, use this instead of a cyalume stick as a personal 
marker on your dives into the dark.  The MSRP of this package 
is $156.00.  We will be selling only 200 tickets but, we will be 
selling all 200 tickets.  So the sooner they are sold the sooner 

we raffle off the light package.  Buy as many tickets as you want, no limit on how many you can pur‐
chase.  Up to 200 that is! 

by others from a distance.  Chemical light sticks have gotten a lot of bad press lately because of irresponsible divers 
throwing them overboard and providing an indication of a false lost diver.  Not to mention the harm to the environ‐
ment.  So please if you use a chemical light stick, be responsible. 

A couple tips to remember, although NiMH and Li Ion batteries don’t have the memory problems of NICd they do suf‐
fer from energy bleed.  These batteries will lose 3% of their charge every day they sit, so charging prior to diving is es‐
sential.  If you plan on night diving infrequently you may be better off with disposable batteries.  When trying to get 
your fellow divers attention remember to point the light at his belly not in his face.  The rule of thumb for the depth 
limit for a dive light is twice your usual diving depth.  Also keep in mind the light on the dive boat may be limited and 
require some additional light on your part for preparing your gear. 

With the right light and good preparation night diving can be one of the most exciting and most illuminating ex‐
periences a diver can have.        —Terry Peterman 

 

 

Michael was bound and determined to hit his 400th dive on his @#th birthday.  He 
wasn’t about to let a little thing like gale force winds stop him.  We packed up Dale’s 
van early Sunday morning, not knowing if we’d be diving in the Ocean or the Intra-
coastal.  The forecast called for 10 to 15 mph winds but as we got closer to our 
goal, the winds began to die down.  Wisps of fog could be seen in low areas.  It 
looked promising.  As we waited in line to pay for the dive, someone ran into the 
shop to announce that he’d forgotten his fins.  After a chuckle or two, we boarded 
the Republic IV.  Bill riffled through his bag a couple of times, then a couple more 
times.  “Where’s my wet suit?”  The good news about having to rent is that Bill de-
cided that he liked using a wet suit that wasn’t compressed by years of use.   

The ride to Captain Mike’s ledge was bumpy but quite manageable.  I sat back and soaked up the sun...Okay, there 
was no sun.  But I’m allowed to dream of sunny days, right?.  I dropped down 
on top of a 6 foot barracuda.  As I got closer, I kept wondering if he was going 
to move or would he let me get a macro shot of his eye.  He moved.  The cur-
rent pushed us along at a fair clip.  I glanced up and saw a big shark.  I tried to 
get Bill’s attention as the Bull leisurely circled him.  Lunch time?  Our next drop 
was on Scarface where a nurse shark played with Dale.  Is it shark mating sea-
son?  Instead of swimming away, she kept turning back toward Dale.  Goliath 
Grouper were out in droves.  It isn’t any wonder why I kept seeing Michael’s 
fins sticking out from under a ledge.   

After the dive we headed for a burger joint that specializes in 2 pound burgers.  
We dared Michael to order one and get his photo hung on the wall.  He de-
clined.  I guess turning @# makes you a little less adventurous.  —Jeri Curley 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



 
 

 

 
 

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Craig Capion ccapion@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com 
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 ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 
with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving 
diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive photos 
for sale.  You can purchase them at the 
monthly club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

COMPLETE SCUBA GEAR FOR WOMAN  
Size Medium, Used 103 Dives, Well Maintained 

$500 
MaryKay Chable 321-544-2729  

Two Tanks Hydro-tested  March 2003, Visual Sep-
tember 2006; Body Glove size medium, excellent 
condition, Cold water wet suite used 5 times size 
M; Black and Blue Dive Skin For Summer; Two 
Hoods, Weights and weight belt; Tusa Vest – ex-
cellent condition; American Divers regulator com-
plete gear and hoses – Serviced September 2006; 
Boots size medium 9 – 10, Pink Fins; Pink Gloves, 
Knife, Dive Watch Free Style Predator; Dry Bag, 
Pink Dive Bag; Orange Inflatable Emergency Sau-
sage / Whistle  

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 - 1 year old, excellent 
shape, comes with warranty $500 

Used Mk25 X650 - 1 year old, excellent shape, 
comes with warranty $400 

Used rental bcd - 2 years old, good shape, re-
built inflator $199 

Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit 
$149  

 


